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 MINISTRY TEAM: 
Vicar   Ven. Lawrence Kimberley:   Ph 981 7384  
    lak@clear.net.nz 
Deacon  Assistant Rev. Megan Harvey   Ph 337 0237 
Hon. Priest Assistants Rev. Peter Axcell  Ph 332 7195 
    Rev. Jill Pask,  Ph 384 545.3 
    Rev. Rob Thomson  Ph 327 6017 

Parish Contacts 
Wardens.    Neil Shewan  ph 337 1642 
   Peter Greenwood ph 377 0852 
Parish Office  ph 980 9983  (weekdays 9.30 am to 12 noon) 
    stmarks.opawa@paradise.net.nz 
Web Page:  www.opawastmartins.com 

For information about Baptisms, Weddings Funerals or  
Home Communions please contact  the Vicar. 

���������������������������������������� ����

����	�����
��������
����	�����
��������
����	�����
��������
����	�����
��������
 ����



��������	�
	����
��������	�
	����
��������	�
	����
��������	�
	����
� ���
Dear friends, 
The season of Lent is upon us. Lent is a time of preparation for Holy Week and 
Easter which is the time of year when we reflect on the passion and suffering of 
Christ. Given that we are about to enter into this, my trip with Elizabeth to the 
movies to watch the latest Peter Jackson movie, The Lovely Bones, was provi-
dential. The movie brought to the fore, for me, questions about human suffering 
and death, the difficulties in searching for justice, the tension between the chaos 
and order in our world, and questions about life after death and how God re-
stores and heals us. In noting those questions it is important to note that Peter 
Jackson was being careful not to present any religious point of view. Indeed, in 
the movie God doesn’t really have anything much to do with the plot (although I 
saw God everywhere in the movie anyway). 
 
 The movie is based on a book of the same name by Alice Sebold. The story 
focuses on the Salmon family; mum, dad and two delightful daughters. Their 
world is ordered, reliable, happy and peaceful. Dad goes to work every day. The 
biggest issue is the question of whether the elder daughter, Susie, will wear the 
hat to school that her mother knitted for her and get home at the end of the day 
in time for dinner. The creation of a beautiful world is paralleled in the movie 
with touching scenes of Susie and her father, Jack, making model ships in bot-
tles. This world is shattered when a man in the neighbourhood abducts and mur-
ders Susie, leaving behind a devastated family. Ironically, he too lives in a 
highly ordered world. He builds dolls houses with meticulous care and attention 
to detail. Unfortunately, this skill is also used to build a place to which he can 
lure victims to their destruction. 
 
 The movie is about the aftermath of the brutal murder. After death, Susie seems 
trapped in a limbo state between heaven and earth. Peter Jackson uses impres-
sive special effects to create her surreal, dream-like existence. What connects 
her to this world is her memory of it, and her unwillingness to let go of her fa-
ther’s love. Susie meets other victims killed by the man who murdered her. One 
of them tells her, “This isn’t heaven. You’re not there yet… You need to let go 
earth. You’re dead, Susie. You have to leave.” 
 
 Susie’s family is shattered, of course. Her father, Jack, wants to restore the 
situation any way he can. He becomes consumed with trying to wok out who is 
responsible since the police fail to identify the culprit. Abigail, Susie’s mother, 
begins to feel that she must leave it all behind her and move on. Their marriage 
comes under huge stress. Jack tries the option of revenge. Thinking he knows 
the identity of the killer, takes a base ball bat and tried to attack that person, but 
simply becomes a victim of violence himself. The grandmother of Susie comes 
to help but is pretty hopeless. She has an alcohol problem that simply creates a 
more complex family dynamic. 
 
 The movie concludes when the murderer himself is killed and we are left with 
the tantalising question of what his journey would look like after death. 



I expected to be disturbed by The Lovely Bones but found that I was not. This 
was a family coping with real life loss and grief. There was no gratuitous vio-
lence. There no suggestion that the disaster brought upon the family was the 
result of God’s punishment or judgement. There was simply the juxtaposition of 
love and loss, beauty and chaos. Redemption came, not through revenge and 
retribution, but through a process of letting go: letting go of hurts, letting go of 
the past no matter how beautiful or painful it was, and letting go of the ones 
who had gone because of the separation brought about by death. 
 
 What are the connection points between this movie and the Christian faith? 
One significant point I noticed was that our society (and, increasingly, our 
church as well) no longer knows how to lament. Much of our prayer and praise 
to God is actually numb denial and deception that does not want to acknowl-
edge pain; or we think that this is not a proper part of our discourse with God. It 
is as if we believe that faith is something that does not acknowledge and em-
brace negativity. When disaster struck and the centre of the lives of this family 
collapsed, all that was left was emptiness, a dark despair from which there was 
no relief. By contrast the prayers in the bible that come out of such experiences 
acknowledge how dangerous life really is. They lead us into the presence of 
God where everything is not polite or civil; away from comfortable religious 
claims in which everything is managed and controlled. The prayers of the 
psalmists and the prophets do not banish or deny darkness, but embrace it as the 
very stuff of life. 
 
 Secondly, this movie highlighted for me one important aspect of the resurrec-
tion. (I wouldn’t say that the movie provides a full exposition of the resurrec-
tion). That is that in the resurrection, Christ comes back to undo the knots of 
rivalry and revenge that it seems to be human nature to be tied up in. His ap-
pearances to the disciples after his death are about bringing peace rather than 
retribution; mercy rather than the demand for justice. The characters in this 
movie go on a similar journey; coming to a place of acceptance, and seeing that 
holding on to what is lost, striking back and hurting others and so on, only eats 
up their souls. When Jesus appears to his disciples as forgiveness, the gradual 
process of transformation in the disciples begins and the cycle of retributive 
violence is broken. The Christian community is a community of the resurrec-
tion, and breaking the cycle of retributive violence I 
s an important part of our mission. 
 
 The liturgies of Holy Week and Easter help us to remember 
 how to lament, and show us the risen Christ who comes 
 as forgiveness. 
 
 May you have a holy and blessed Holy Week and Easter. 
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Children and Young People: 
Sunday School at St Mark’s continues to grow. We hope to split the 
group into 0-5 years and 6-8 years to cope more easily with the numbers. 
There is also a shorter session for 8+ following the Gospel. 
 
SMY meets every Friday in school terms from 6-8pm at St Mark’s. There 
is model making and a craft option available as well as some games and 
short devotions. Occasional outings are also organised each term. For de-
tails contact Stephen Coulthard (389 6324). This group is for children aged 
8+. New members are always welcome. 
 
SMYLE now meets fortnightly on Saturdays at 6pm at St Mark’s. This is 
a youth group for children 11 and older. Many thanks to Sophie Lowe 
(384 2448) and Aidan Kimberley (981 7384) for leading this, and to the 
Clergy Team for their support. Contact Aidan or Sophie for more details. 
 
‘mainly music’ continues to thrive. Due to popularity, we have now had to 

limit numbers at each session to 22 families and we are encour-
aging families to enrol for their preferred time. Our groups 
meet every Tuesday in school terms at 9.30am and 10.30am at 
St Anne’s. Morning tea is held at 10am between the sessions. 
Thank you to everyone who volunteers to help with this – we 
couldn’t do it without you.  Special thanks to Anna Wilson 

who has made special arrangements so that she is able to lead this.  For 
more details, contact Anna Wilson (381 4555). 
 
 
 
 
Little Annie’s playgroup has now been running for a 
year and meets  on Wednesday mornings at St Anne’s., 
from 9.30 am to 11.00 am.  The organisers have worked 
hard over the last year to get funding to upgrade the facili-
ties, so that the  Playgroup can be registered with the De-
partment of Education and so receive some funding. .This, 
along with ‘mainly music’, is an important ’first contact’ 
with many families in the district  so please support it in practical ways as 
well as in your prayers.  For details contact Rosalyn Deane (383 7980). 
 
St Mark’s School  Our Clergy Team  Lawrence and Megan, continue to 
minister to Children and Staff at the school as well as leading regular  
services in the church.  They are helped by several Lay members of our 
parish who teach and share their faith with the children.  This is our near-
est ‘Mission Field’ and we thank those who are called to serve here. 
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Wednesday Evening Lent Study Group 7.30 pm at St Mark’s 
   “Our Sound is our wound.” 
This lent group will be based round reading and discussion of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book for 2010.  Of the above title by 
Lucy Winkett. “Our lives are lived against a backdrop of 
external and internal soundscapes.  The sounds, noise and 
music with which we are surrounded in modern life have 
spiritual implications  There is a soundtrack that plays 
within us constantly through memory, dreams, anxiety 
and thought.  What are these soundscapes, and how do we 
listen for the voice of God within them? How too do we 
find our own voice?”  Chapter headings include  The sound of Scripture: 
The sound of Lament: The sound of Freedom: The sound of Resurrection: 
The sound of the Angels: ‘Our Sound is our Wound’ Books are available at 
approximately $25 each. 
 
The other house groups meeting at the moment are:  
Anabasis House Group members meet every 2nd & 4th. Thursday at 7.30 
pm. usually at the home of Barbara Murrell, 86A Palatine Tce. Contact Bar-
bara Tonkin ph 981 1612 
 
Wednesday House Group A group meets every 2nd & 4th weekend at 
Mary Hamilton’s in Aynsley Tce. We welcome new members to stimulate 
conversation, share a laugh and tea/coffee (& chocolate). For further info 
phone Faye on 377 0852. 
 
Thursday home group meets fortnightly,  (1st and 3rd Thursdays) mostly 
at the home of Neil and Jean Shewan. (11Enticott Place, Broadoaks)   We 
begin with coffee or tea and a time to catch up with what has been happen-
ing in our lives, before we share a Bible study together. 
 

Faith Journey Study Group meets  on Monday morning at 9.30 
am at 142 Fisher Ave they have elected to continue looking at 
their faith and how it is acted out in their lives.   Contact  Sarah  
Rea ph 942 2557 for more details..    
 
UFO Group meets on Thursday Afternoons in St Mark’s Lounge 

to discuss matters of faith while working on art and craft projects for sale at 
the fair or for themselves. Contact Elizabeth Kimberley ph 981 7384  All 
welcome. 
 
Once again we invite you to join one of these groups to study the Bible and 
pray together in a small group You are free to speak or keep silent, take part 
or just observe, and it gives a wonderful opportunity to make friends with 
other parishioners  Further groups will be started as there is interest ex-
pressed and Lawrence would be please to hear from anyone who is inter-
ested and prepared to offer their home especially for a day time group. 
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Services 
Sunday April 11  8,00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s 
   9.30 am Eucharist at St Anne’s 
   10.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s 
 
Sunday April 18  8,00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s 
   9.30 am Eucharist at St Anne’s 
   10.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s 
    followed by Parish AGM at St Mark’s 
 
Sunday April 25 Patronal Festival.  
   8.00 am  Eucharist at St Mark’s 
   10.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s  
     
ACTIVITIES:: 
 Sunday School, youth groups, ‘mainly music’ and Little Annie’s will 
take a break for school holidays resuming in the week beginning April 19. 
 Home Groups. Evening home groups will meet bimonthly –see pew 
sheet for details 
 AAW at St Anne’s will have an outing to Tai Tapu Gardens on 
March 23, then will meet on Tuesday 27 April at 1.30 pm, where the Rev’d 
Shelley Walker will be the speaker, and on May 25 members will visit the 
City Mission. 
 AAW at St Mark’s meets on Thursday March 19, April15  and May 
20.  Programme details will be in the weekly pew sheet.   
 Mission Committee : several functions are planned for the next few 
months, details will appear in the news sheet  as the dates approach. 

 
OPAWA ST MARTINS PARISH AGM. 

Follows the 10.00 am service at St Mark’s Church. 
On Sunday 18 April 2010 

  
ST MARK’S PATRONAL FESTIVAL 

SUNDAY 25 APRIL 
Our preacher at the 10.00 am Combined Service will be  

Rev’d Lynda Patterson , Theologian in Residence at the Cathedral. 
 

CALLING FOR CONFIRMATION 
 

Bishop Victoria will be visiting on August 22.  
Any one who wishes to explore Confirmation or 

wishes to renew their baptismal vows should 
contact a member of the Clergy Team or phone 

the Parish Office.  
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LENT:   
Sunday March 14 and 21: 8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s 
    9.30 am  Eucharist at S Anne’s 
        10.00 am Eucharist and Sunday School at St 
     Mark’s 
     
PALM SUNDAY : 
Sunday March 28  
    8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s 
   10.00 am Eucharist and procession at St Mark’s 
    followed by Morning Tea. 
        No 9.30 am Service at St Anne’s 
 
HOLY WEEK : 
Monday March 29  7.30 pm Eucharist at St Anne’s 
Tuesday March 30  7.30 pm Eucharist at St Mark’s 
Wednesday March 31 7.30 pm Eucharist at St Anne’s. 
 

   MAUNDY THURSDAY:   
    April 1    
  7.30 pm Eucharist of the Last Supper  
  with stripping of the Altar and Watch  
   of the Night at ST Mark’s. 

 
       GOOD FRIDAY:   
   April 2   
 10,00 am   Children’s Service at St Mark’s 
   followed by Juice and Buns 
  12 Noon   Liturgy of the Passion at St Anne’s 

 
HOLY SATURDAY   

    April 3   
   9.00 pm  The great Vigil of Easter  at St   
   Mark’s followed by Easter celebration 

 
 

  EASTER DAY   
   April  4   
  8.00 am  Eucharist at St Mark’s 
  9.30 am  Eucharist at St Anne’s 
        10.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s 
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Celebrating Christmas:  The Children’s Committee decided on a 
slightly different approach this year and the Children’s presentation 
was a separate service at 11.am on Sunday December 20.  With new 
costumes and a carefully chosen script , it was a success and most 
of the children had a part to play. It was followed by the giving of 
books to all the children on the Sunday School roll. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Special services were held to give other children in the area a 
chance to dress up and re enact the Christmas story, and these were 
well attended.  Special thanks to all helped with all these occasions. 
 
Catch it if you can:  Shrove Tuesday was celebrated with a pancake 
party  (see photos on back page) and great fun was had by all. 
 
World Day of Prayer;  This year service for our area 
was held at St Anne’s on Friday 5 March, Representa-
tives from Catholic, Presbyterian Anglican Baptist 
Methodist and Independent churches from Opawa, 
Beckenham and Cashmere attended. It was prepared by the women 
of Cameroon with the theme ’Let everything that has breath praise 
God’ and was filled with positive energy and bright songs of wor-
ship and praise.  It was a lesson of faith and optimism in spite of 
hardship. for all of us.  Thanks to those who took part especially to 
Archdeacon Lawrence  Kimberley, who was our preacher, and Ju-
dith Dennis who was responsible for the organisation. 

Prayer s a serious thing  - we may be taken at our word! 
But if you are too busy to pray, you are busier than you ought to be! 



Mission Committee 
 
 The Mission Committee meets monthly at Mary Hamilton’s home to 
consider a broadly based agenda of awareness raising of both local 
and overseas ‘mission’ concerns/events. 

In November the committee held its final ‘soup and 
film’ evening for the year with a Sunday evening 
showing of the film ‘Who Killed the Electric Car’ 
followed by a panel of speakers.  Neighbouring 
churches as usual were invited to attend and about 

25 people enjoyed the vigorous debate that followed the film. 
Climate change cards completed by parishioners were sent with a 
covering letter to the Prime Minister urging him to attend the Copen-
hagen Conference on Climate Change. 
 
Christian World Service provided excellent material 
for displays to encourage collective buying of Christmas 
gifts of goats, chickens, ducks, water storage tanks and 
mangroves for overseas projects supported by CWS 
with over $1000 being contributed by the parish.  Trish 
Murray from CWS spoke at St Mark’s Advent Sunday 
Service. 
 
On Sunday evening 14 February Yanny Webb-Walke, one of the 
Community Chaplains for the intellectually disabled, came and spoke 
about her work and this was followed by nibbles and a wine tasting 
of wine being sold to support the work of the Chaplains.   
 
Coming up – Sunday 21 March at 5.30pm a Lenten event with 
prayer, a simple meal and a speaker or film.  The Committee have 
planned for a mission happening each month through to September 
including quiz nights, a Trade Aid expo and an information session 
on sustainable living.  New members for the Committee are very 
welcome.  
  

MOTHER THERESA had a favourite prayer : “Lord, when people see me , let 
them see you: and Lord, when I touch somebody, let them feel the touch of Christ.  

Lord when I speak to somebody, let them hear the voice of Christ.  Let them always 
see Christ in every thing that I do.” 

Ascribed either to Cardinal John Henry Newman or St Teresa of Avila 
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CHRISTIAN BROADCASTING ASSOCIATION: 
Enclosed with this magazine you will find a pamphlet giving de-
tails of the work of this organization  Please take time to read this 
and, if possible, pass it on to someone who is not part of a faith 
community. 
 
Visit of the Archbishop of York:  As we go to print we are preparing 
for an all-day Diocesan Conference where John Sentamu will be the speaker.  
The theme is ‘Church as an agent of Social Change’  and the seminar will be a 
mixture of addresses and discussion groups. Our Parish will be represented by 
the Vicar’s Warden, Neil Shewan, the Synod reps, Margrett Sherwood and 
Jean Shewan, and Lawrence and Elizabeth Kimberley and Megan Harvey.  
We look forward to reporting back to you.  For more information about the 
Archbishop see page 4 of’ ANGLICAN LIFE’ - Feb / March issue. (Copies 
are available at the back of both churches.) 
 
Theology House:  Courses continue to be available during the day and in the 

evenings for those who would like to widen their knowledge of 
God’s word.  There is also a good library of reading matter and 
resources on the site at St Mary’s, Merivale.  Details of courses etc 
can be obtained by email: admin@theologyhouse.ac.nz or by going 
on to the website of the Diocese. 
 

Association of Anglican Women:  The Diocesan AAW held their Annual 
General Meeting at the end of February. and they welcomed Mrs Adrienne 
Robinson as the new President, and Anne Hopkins as the Prayer 
Co-ordinator.  
Meetings planned for the next few weeks include  
 Social concerns meeting on April 22 at St Mary’s Halswell 
starting with morning tea at 9.30 am   
Autumn Festival Thursday 20 May at St Stephen’s Shirley 
starting at 9.00 am.  All women are welcome to attend these 
meeting and services. For further details contact Mrs Jan Deavoll ph 385 
9327, or ask our Parish AAW leaders. 

 
 
 

HOW TO STOP PEOPLE BUGGING YOU ABOUT GETTING MARRIED. 
 Old aunts used to come up to me at weddings , poking me in the ribs and cackling, telling 

me, “You’re next”. They stopped after I started doing the same thing to them at funerals. 
 DISCUSSION TECHNIQUE: A women has the last word in any argument.  Anything a 

mean says after that is the beginning of a new argument. 
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BAPTISMS:   
  22/11/09 REA Isla Grace 
  02/12/09 CALDWELL—O’NEILL Lily Rose 
  03/01/10 KOOLMAN Isabella Mary  
MARRIAGES: 
05/12/09 Sandra PARSONS to Ronald GARDINER 
18/12/09 Danielle MARRA TO Shaun McCONNELL  
07/01/10 Rosemary JEFFCOTT to Matthew COPPEN  
13/02/10 Charlotte DAWSON to Richard NEALE 
)7/03/09 Aurora CHRISTENSEN to Michael GIBBS 
 
FUNERALS:  
  23/02/10 Gloria STOREY  
 

 
 
 
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:  Have you recently moved into the area or have 
joined the parish, and would like to know more about us, what activities are 
available for you and your children, or find out where or how you can contrib-
ute to our parish family life?  If so please contact the parish Office, the Clergy 
or the Wardens, or best of all someone you have met at services and ask them 
for some details.  If you would like your name, address, email etc to be in-
cluded in our Parish Directory please send an e mail to the Rev Lawrence 
Kimberley or the Parish Office.  All the contact details are printed on the front 
page of this magazine. Come and join us at our Sunday services 8.00 am or 
10.00 am at St Mark’s, and 9.30 am at St Anne’s.  

 
 

 
FAITH 
1. Faith a gift to each believer 
Given by our God to show 
That He loves us fully, 
And to help our spirits grow. 
 
2. When we hear God’s voice calling 
Asking us to work for him, 
Faith enables us to answer 
Yes! Your perfect will be done. 

 
           Jean Shewan 

3. Then when we face times of trial 
And need help to walk the road, 
When our faith is sorely tested 
God is there to share the load. 
 
4. So accept God’s gift to you,  
Great but small as mustard seed, 
And go out to share the lesson, 
Faith gives everything we need. 



PARISH OF OPAWA ST MARTINS 
This magazine has been delivered to you by: 
Name…………………………………………. 
Phone……………………………………… 

Please contact me or the clergy or wardens  (see front 
cover for details) or visit the website  

www.opawastmartins.com 


