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 MINISTRY TEAM: 
Vicar   Ven. Lawrence Kimberley:   Ph 981 7384  
    lak@clear.net.nz 
Deacon  Assistant Rev. Megan Harvey   Ph 337 0237 
Hon. Priest Assistants Rev. Peter Axcell  Ph 332 7195 
    Rev. Jill Pask,  Ph 384 545.3 
    Rev. Rob Thomson  Ph 327 6017 

Parish Contacts 
Wardens.    Neil Shewan  ph 337 1642 
   Peter Greenwood ph 377 0852 
Parish Office  ph 980 9983  (weekdays 9.30 am to 12 noon) 
    stmarks.opawa@paradise.net.nz 
Web Page:  www.opawastmartins.com 

For information about Baptisms, Weddings Funerals or  
Home Communions please contact  the Vicar. 
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 Dear Parishioners, 
 As I write this article The Press has just published the story of the 
adventure company director being found guilty of manslaughter because 

of his negligence which caused the death of Catherine Peters. Catherine’s par-
ents, Bosco and Helen Peters, are close friends of my family. Watching the jus-
tice system go about its process from closer quarters than usual has been a learn-
ing experience. 
 One of the key principles of our justice system is that when a serious 
wrong has been done, the state steps in on behalf of the person who has been 
injured or wronged, to ensure that the perpetrator is brought to justice. This is a 
good thing. Prior to this principle being established, access to the courts to seek 
justice was near impossible for many. The expectation is well established over 
many years, that the resources of the state will be brought to bear to ensure that 
justice will be done when a crime has been committed. 
 The issue I have observed over the last year, however, is the way that our 
justice system is dehumanising for those involved. The criminal justice system 
in New Zealand is adversarial. This sets up a contest between the prosecution 
and the defence. The defence is not required to reveal anything to the prosecu-
tion or the victims until they present their case in court. Furthermore, it is quite 
normal for there to be no human contact between the victim and the defendant at 
all from the moment the crime has been committed. 

I grant that there are good reasons for this. In a civilised society, defen-
dants have the right to a fair trial. Some victims are so hurt that they need to be 
protected from the perpetrators of a crime, and there are times when it is desir-
able for both parties to be kept away from each other. Nevertheless, this lack of 
human contact in the context of an adversarial trial process has the effect of de-
humanising both parties. The victims and their family have to face reliving the 
trauma in court. They watch their legal team bear the burden of fighting their 
case, while facing a defendant who may be showing no remorse or poor under-
standing of the pain they have caused. The lack of any human connection with 
the defendant, adds to the victims’ feelings of distress and anger during the court 
proceedings. The effect of this dehumanisation is the oft heard cry of victims for 
harsher penalties for those found guilty. 

Meanwhile, the perpetrator is also dehumanised, for it is possible for 
them to go through the entire justice system without actually facing those they 
have hurt, and without acknowledging the pain they have caused. Indeed, it is 
possible for defendants to use the court process to avoid shame of facing their 
own families or communities of interest who may also hold them to account. On 
one level, a prison sentence is almost an escape for them, for they can remain 
isolated from the human suffering they have caused. 

 



The Christian understanding of justice has positive principles. 
God’s primary concern is to help the needy and the oppressed. It is in God’s 
nature to enable all in the world to have their physical, emotional, social and 
spiritual needs met. God never treats anyone as a ‘non-person’, someone no 
worth. Justice in the bible is about ensuring these needs are met. Justice is 
also nearly always related to “righteousness”. This means that justice is not 
about following a set of rules or establishing rights. Justice is primarily con-
cerned with the restoration of relationships with other human beings and 
with God. 

The gospel calls Christian people to advocate and work for proc-
esses that restore relationships. There is a deeper logic at play here. We 
affirm every Sunday that Jesus became “fully human”. He came to show us 
what being fully human looks like. Growing in faith means to grow more 
and more to be “in Christ”, which means intentionally journeying toward 
our full humanity. The more God enables us to be fully human, the more 
Christ-like we are. Growing into Christ involves facing the truth of who we 
are and who we are becoming. It means ‘peeling back’ the identities and 
masks we wrap ourselves in so that the real “me” is available to others. It 
means being comfortable with who we are. 
Anything Christian people can do to build and restore relationships on both 
sides of the criminal justice system will be a good thing. It will increase the 
prospect of healing for both parties. It will help build a stronger, safer, com-
munity. Christians who can show our society how to treat every person as a 
person of worth, as a bearer of God’s image, will bring glory to God. The 
place to start this is within the community of faith, the church. The church 
is a school for loving, where God gathers us with people who are different 
from ourselves. Building healthy relationships with people we don’t like, 
learning how to communicate well while disagreeing, 
 to face issues constructively, learning to be comfortable 
 in our own skins;  this is what will be happening in a  
healthy church. This will mean that we can do all these  
things for God in  the places where we live and work, and  
help build a stronger, healthier, more civilised society.    

���� ���� ��
	����������	������
	����������	������
	����������	������
	����������	����� ���
 

Gifts of Life  
Air and water, earth and light, 
Elements of life, 
Pure and clean at its’ beginning, 
Polluted by strife. 
 
 
 
 
  Jean Shewan
    

Love and caring, hope and faith, 
Brought to everyone, 
Only this can heal our planet, 
To reveal the Son. 

War and hunger, rape and pain, 
Reality of our time, 
Caused by inhumanity of man 
God forgotten a sign. 
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TREASURING OUR CHILDREN 
 
Jesus said, “Let the children come to me! Don’t try to stop them. People 
who are like these children belong to God’s kingdom. You will never get 
into God’s kingdom unless you enter it like a child!” (Luke 18: 16-17). 
 
At this, the beginning of the twenty-first century we are all leading busy 
and full lives, no matter our age or how big or small our family. There are 
more clubs, events, hobbies, forms of entertainment and things to do or see 
than ever before. I believe that when we fill our lives to the maximum with 
events and activities we are cheating ourselves of quiet time spent alone 
and with God. 
 
I also believe that the business of our lives means we sometimes forget to 
treasure one of the greatest gifts we have in our lives and in the Church – 
our children. Some of us have the joy of children or grandchildren in our 
families, while others of us get to enjoy the presence of children in 
Church, at playgroups or through our friends. However, sadly, we are of-
ten so focused on getting things done or moving onto the next event that 
we miss the wonderful moments our children can bring. 
 
It is often debated as to what Jesus meant when he 
said that to enter the kingdom of God we must be 
like little children. I think Jesus was looking at the 
children around him and recognising the open-
hearted and open-minded joy for life and love for 
the world around them that children retain. All too 
soon they will grow up (and it seems that happens 
faster and faster each day) and learn about disap-
pointment and cynicism. But for the first few precious years of life chil-
dren look at the world – and can show us a world – that is good and fun 
and simple. 
 
Children have a lot to teach us about God. Journeying alongside a child for 
an hour or a day or a week can show us a lot of things. It can show the 
beauty and wonderment of God’s creation. It can show us the value of 
playing – how games teach us about ourselves, the world and God. It can 
show us how simple our prayer – our talking to God – can be. Quality time 
spent with our children can also remind us how complex and confusing 
being a Christian can be. You need only sit in a single Religious Education 
class and listen to the questions that pop out to realise that as we grow we 
add layer upon layer to the simple truths of our faith. 
 



Like it or not we are all busy in various ways. This can 
make it difficult to find the time to quietly and patiently 
listen to our children. Sometimes it is just easier to tell 
them what to do or provide them with activities to keep 
them quiet. Sometimes we do actually need to have “grown 
up time”. But please, let us not forget the joy and freshness 
we can gain from time spent in the company of our young 
friends. Let us not forget the treasure we have in our chil-
dren and their fertile minds. 
       Megan Harvey 
 
  …..and from a member of Vestry: 
Vestry Retreat:  on 12 June Most members of vestry gathered with Law-
rence and Megan to spend some time together in prayer and meditation. 
Although the time was shortened by Lawrence’s involvement in a Memorial 
service for the late Jenny Harrison, our focus on various aspects of the 
Eucharist, which our parish Vision puts at the centre of our parish life,  gave 
us many insights into our own Christian walk. The study of an Icon of the 
Holy Trinity led us into thinking about our journey with God over a life 
time  - the dark times, the highs, growth and joy—and then encouraged us 
to look at areas of our life that need to be drawn into God and conformed 
into his Being.  
 
 
 
 
For the second part of the day we looked once again at Communion in terms 
of the scripture from John 6 ‘Jesus said to them” I am the Bread of Life”’  
and we were encouraged to look at the parts of the Service of Eucharist, 
what each section means and how we will participate and respond to this. 
Some singing, the daily Offices and a time of fellowship over lunch com-
pleted our time together, and I personally felt renewed and uplifted by the 
experience.  Although we had intended to spend time planning the strategies 
to further the Parish Vision, I think that we achieved far more by spending 
time in thought and prayer. Thank you Lawrence and Megan for leading us 
down such interesting paths. 
       Jean Shewan 
 
 Remember when… Memory was something you lost with age 
           An application was for employment 

  A programme was a TV show   
  A curser used profanity  
  A Key Board was a piano    
  A web was a spider’s home 
  A virus was the flu 
  A hard drive was a long trip on the road. 
 And… a mouse pad was where a mouse lived! 
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PARISH  WINTER CAMP  

16TH to 18TH JULY at ALPINE LODGE, ARTHUR’S PASS.   
All welcome as all age activities are organised,  Please see the notice board 

or contact the Greenwoods Ph 377 0852 or the Worralls ph 3320609. 
 

ST ANNE’S BIRTHDAY PARTY  
SATURDAY 24 JULY 1.30 TO 4.00 PM 
Everyone is welcome to help us celebrate 
 St Anne’s Patronal festival  

with an afternoon party.    
Ian and Helen Mullins. Professional actors,  

will present a programme of poetry and prose and fun for the adults 
and  “the Button Lady”, Rosemary Scott, 

 will present a programme of songs and stories illustrated with her button 
pictures .for children  

We will finish with a festive afternoon tea   
Please bring a plate of food to share and a gold coin donation. 

 
A WEEK OF GUIDED PRAYER 

- TAKE TIME TO GROW - 
The week of guided prayer is for you ‘wherever you are.  We invite you to 

gather for the opening meeting / workshop on Sunday 8 August from 
2,30pm to 4.30 pm.  During the week you pray for 1/2 hour a day at home 
and also meet with your prayer guide for 1/2 hour.  The week finishes on 
Friday August 13th fro 7.30 pm until 9.00 pm. For more information and 

registration see the forms available in the foyers of both churches. 
 

SUNDAY 22 AUGUST;  BISHOP’S VISIT and CONFIRMATION  
 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES: 
Youth groups, ‘mainly music’ and Little Annie’s will take a break for 
 school holidays resuming in the week beginning July 19. 
Home Groups. Evening home groups continue to meet bimonthly –see pew 
 sheet for details 
AAW at St Anne’s ; the next meeting is on Tuesday 27 July, August 24, 
 and September 28, Details will be in the weekly pew sheet.  
AAW at St Mark’s meets on Thursday July15, August 19  and September 
 16.  Programme details will be in the weekly pew sheet.   



����  ������  ������  ������  ������ � ���
 
JULY 2010 
Sunday 4 July:   8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s 
   9.30 am Eucharist at St Anne’s 
   10.00 am Eucharist and Sunday School at St Mark’s 
 
Sunday 11 July 8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s 
   9.30 am Eucharist at St Anne’s 
   10.00 am Eucharist and Sunday School at St Mark’s 
 
Sunday 18 July 8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s 
   9.30 am Eucharist at St Anne’s 
   10.00 am Eucharist and Sunday School at St Mark’s  
 
SUNDAY 25 JULY  ST ANNE’S PATRONAL FESTIVAL 

       and DAY OF THANKSGIVING 
 8.00 am Eucharist at St Marks 
 10.00 am COMBINED EUCHARIST  
   at ST  ANNE’S 
 with Sunday School Programme and followed 
  by Festive Morning Tea.  
 

 
Sunday 1 August  8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s 
   9.30 am Eucharist at St Anne’s 
   10.00 am Eucharist and Sunday School at St Mark’s 
    
Sunday 8 August 8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s 
   9.30 am Eucharist at St Anne’s 
   10.00 am Eucharist and Sunday School at St Mark’s 
 
Sunday 15 August 8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s 
   9.30 am Eucharist at St Anne’s 
   10.00 am Eucharist and Sunday School at St Mark’s 
 
SUNDAY 22 AUGUST;  BISHOP’S VISIT and CONFIRMATION  
   8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s 
   10.00 am Combined Eucharist and Confirmation 
    at St Mark’s followed by Morning Tea 
     Preacher: Rt Rev’d Victoria Matthews. 
 
Sunday 29 August: 8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s 
   9.30 am Eucharist at St Anne’s 
   10.00 am Eucharist and Sunday School at St Mark’s 
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and we recently had a visit from the local Area Co-ordinator, from whom we re-
ceived a glowing report.  Anyone with preschool children is welcome to join us 
on Tuesday mornings during school terms at 9.30 or 10.30am, with morning tea 
served at 10am. Our thanks to Barry McKeogh for popping in early to put the  
heaters on at St Anne's - it is much appreciated on cold winter mornings.  
‘mainly music’ is brought to you by Anna Wilson, Megan Harvey, Fiona Vetcher, 
Margo Askin & Marion Rickerby and her team of morning tea helpers. Contact 
Anna on 381 4555 for more information. 
 
Little Annie’s Playgroup: meets on Wednesday mornings in term time from 9.30 
am to 11.30 am and any one who cares for preschool children is  
welcome to come and join in.  This is an excellent chance for you to meet with 
other Carers and play with your children without the distractions of work, phone 
etc.  Older parishioners, especially those from the St 
Anne’s end of the Parish are also welcome to drop in at 
any time and meet our children. 
Little Annie’s recently celebrated its’ first birthday with 
a party, with a birthday cake, balloons  Our thanks to 
Rosalyn Deane and  all others involved in this important 
area of outreach. 
 
SMY meets every Friday in school terms from 6-8pm at St Mark’s. There is 
model making and a craft option available as well as some games and short devo-
tions. Occasional outings are also organised each term. For details contact 
Stephen Coulthard (389 6324). This group is for children aged 8+. New members 
are always welcome. 
 
SMYLE now meets fortnightly on Saturdays at 6pm at St Mark’s. This is a youth 
group for children 11 and older. Many thanks to Sophie Lowe (384 2448) and 
Aidan Kimberley (981 7384) for leading this, and to the Clergy Team for their 
support. Contact Aidan or Sophie for more details. 
�

Sunday School at St Mark’s  has taken on a whole new life with a new team of 
planners, teachers and leaders. This is very exciting and is and important part of 
the development of our Parish Vision.  Our grateful thanks to all who have 
worked very hard over recent years to keep our young people’s ministry running 
and we ask everyone to continue praying for the all involved in our Sunday 
School.  
 
Confirmation Preparation: We have five candidates who are preparing for Con-

firmation in August—3 men who are meeting with Lawrence on 
Wednesday  
Evenings, and 2 women who meet on Thursday mornings. The candi-
dates are Clinton Deane, Caroline Lowe, Richard Rea, Jessica Stuart-
Waddell, and Allan Truman.    



 Mission Committee: This is a very active group who have organised several 
gatherings already this year and have lots planned f0or the next few months. On 
Sunday 16 May, over soup and bread we welcomed Dr John Peet, who  
suggested ways to address the conflict between engineers and scientists and econo-
mists and politicians in order to set the country on a pathway of sustainability.  It 
was well attended and enjoyed by all. 
On Saturday June 19 we had a Quiz night –a wonderful time of fellowship and fun 
for all ages, with good food and lovely prizes.  A small charge to all participants 
raised nearly $300 for re housing of orphans in Haiti.   Thanks to the Committee 
for the excellent organisation and a special thanks to Sandra Gardiner for her hard 
work making up the questions. 
 
Study and House groups:  
Anabasis House Group members meet every 2nd & 4th. Thursday at 7.30 pm. 
usually at the home of Barbara Murrell, 86A Palatine Tce. Contact Barbara Tonkin 
ph 981 1612 
Wednesday House Group A group meets every 2nd & 4th weekend at Mary 
Hamilton’s in Aynsley Tce. We welcome new members to stimulate conversation, 
share a laugh and tea/coffee (& chocolate). For further info phone Faye on 377 
0852. 
Thursday home group meets fortnightly,  (1st and 3rd Thursdays) mostly at the 
home of Neil and Jean Shewan. (11Enticott Place, Broadoaks)   We begin with 
coffee or tea and a time to catch up with what has been happening in our lives, 
before we share a Bible study together. 

Faith Journey Study Group meets  on Monday morning at 9.30 am at 142 Fisher 
Ave they have elected to continue looking at their faith and how it is acted out in 
their lives.   Contact  Sarah  Rea ph 942 2557 for more details..    

UFO Group meets on Thursday Afternoons in St Mark’s Lounge to 
discuss matters of faith while working on art and craft projects for 
sale at the fair or for themselves. Contact Elizabeth Kimberley ph 981 
7384  All welcome. 
 

Once again we invite you to join one of these groups to study the 
Bible and pray together in a small group You are free to speak or 
keep silent, take part or just observe, and it gives a wonderful  
opportunity to make friends with other parishioners  Further groups 
will be started as there is interest expressed and Lawrence would be 

pleased to hear from anyone who is interested and prepared to offer their home 
especially for a day time group. 
 
WOPS (Women of Opawa St Martins) This group meets informally about once a 
month and is open to all ages  Please e mail Steph at turtlwilk@xtra.co.nz or phone 
337 4171 to receive information about WOPS events.  
 

Children’s Answers to Bible Questions. 
The People who followed the lord were called the 12 Decibels 

 and...The Epistels were the wives of the Apostles. 
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DAY OF THANKSGIVING :   
Much has been said about our parish vision and  already 
we are starting to see things happening in various areas.  
We have new leaders in Children’s ministry, for organizing 
our fair and other fundraising events: and through the gen-
erous gift of several parishioners we have some funds 
available to train and encourage more musicians. A number 
of new families have joined the parish and many people are 
looking for ways to increase their faith and understanding. We have many 
things to be grateful for and Vestry have designated Sunday 25 July as a spe-
cial time to count our blessings.  There will be  a combined service at St 
Anne’s at 10.00 am and we invite you to come together as one family and 
share in the Eucharist. 
Included with this magazine you will find an envelope which we invite you to 
use to make a special thanksgiving gift so that we can continue to achieve our 
goals and develop the full potential of our parish.  Please include your name 
and address if you would like a receipt and those who are members of our 
regular giving scheme, please put your parish number on your envelope.  

 
PARISH FAIR:  Saturday 16 October 2010 

Planning is now underway and an information meeting of all 
stall conveners and any other interested people will be held qt 
7.30 pm on Wednesday July 8 in the vicarage.  Now is the time 
to start thinking about how and where you will help in the prepa-
ration and on the day. We are already looking for containers to 
plant seedlings etc in ready to sell at the fair so if you have nay 
please leave them at the Parish Office.   

Some of the long serving members of the fair committee have stepped down 
form their roles this year and we thank them for their ongoing support and 
hard work. Among them is Jean Bakkenes who is retiring from the Plant Stall 
after 20 years' sterling work for the parish in this area. The Vestry would like 
to thank Jean for all of her time and expertise over these years, ably assisted 
by Rita Milne & Betty Phillips-Kane. Before Ray Leech moved into care, this 
quartet of keen gardeners met at his place on a weekly basis to coax cuttings to 
grow in time for sale every October. We have been extremely fortunate to 
have Jean and company willing to donate their time and expertise in this min-
istry. Their green fingers have raised literally thousands of dollars to parish 
funds. We wish to acknowledge this generosity, and our sincere gratitude. But 
the time has come for them to hand over responsibility of the plant stall to the 
next generation, and we thank Andrea McEvoy for volunteering to pick up the 
trowel! 
Jumble Sale:  Because the facilities at St Marks’ have been let over the  
winter, Vestry had decided that there will not be a Jumble Sale in July.   
Please keep any contributions until the Fair in October. 
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BAPTISMS:  
03/03/10 Jack VETCHER 
  Alice VETCHER 
04/04/10 Pippa Marjorie COCKERTON HOLMES 
  Jessica Alice STUART-WADDELL 
25/04/10 Kate Elizabeth COCKERTON HOLMES 
  Tessa May COCKERTON HOLMES 
23/05/10 Soren Albert Blair JOHNSON 
06/06/10 Oscar  Henry PARSONS 
13/06/10 Max Alexander HARDACRE 
   
MARRIAGES: 
07/03/10 Heidi Jane SMITH to Timothy Gerald CONNELLY 
 
FUNERALS:  13/03/10 Rodney Richard Chell WILSON 
     09/04/10 Ronald Percy JOHNSON 

  13/05/10 Ainsley Mary FRASER 
  02/06/10 Edith Joyce WEBB 
 
 
 

 
 
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:  Have you recently moved into the area or have 
joined the parish, and would like to know more about us, what activities are 
available for you and your children, or find out where or how you can contrib-
ute to our parish family life?  If so please contact the parish Office, the Clergy 
or the Wardens, or best of all someone you have met at services and ask them 
for some details.  If you would like your name, address, email etc to be in-
cluded in our Parish Directory please send an e mail to the Rev Lawrence 
Kimberley or the Parish Office.  All the contact details are printed on the front 
page of this magazine. Come and join us at our Sunday services 8.00 am or 
10.00 am at St Mark’s, and 9.30 am at St Anne’s.  

 
….and finally A COMPETITION: 
 
Write a caption for this photo 
and e mail or deliver it to the  
Vicar. He is the judge and his  
word will be final  
(see the August newsletter  
for the results!) 
 

 
 



PARISH OF OPAWA ST MARTINS 
This magazine has been delivered to you by: 
Name…………………………………………. 
Phone……………………………………… 

Please contact me or the clergy or wardens  (see front 
cover for details) or visit the website  

www.opawastmartins.com 


