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For many years | have
appreciated Icons from the
Eastern Orthodox tradition.

Greek word for “image”. It is
the same word that is used in
the Greek Bible in Genesis
chapter one, where we are
told that human beings are
made in the image of God,;
the language suggesting that
each of us are Icons bearing a
unique image of God. Icons
are part of a tradition that
values the visual side of
human knowing. This
tradition takes the depth of
Christian faith, usually
expressed in words, and turns
them into images that
communicate the revelation of God in a visual way. Another way of
putting it is that they open our eyes to see the energy of God at work
in what is being shown.

Here is an Icon of the Nativity of Our Lord, which celebrates
Christmas. The festival of Christmas celebrates the Incarnation (God
becoming human); one of the central tenets of the Christian faith. It
invites us in our prayer to dwell on the reality that the Eternal Word,
the Son of God, became flesh and dwelt among us; and it celebrates
that through the Word-Made-Flesh the world is restored and united to
God.

The ray of light from the heavenly realm shines over the place
of the Incarnation and points directly to the Christ-child who lies in a
manger inside a cave. The Christ-child, who is the light of the world,
shines forth in the darkness of the cave, and disperses the darkness of
the shadow of death that covers the world. The cave is located in the
wilderness. This is a reminder that here in the manger is the One who
is the Bread of Life (John 6) given in the Eucharist, which is

The word “Icon” is simply the

PARISH REGISTER continued...

FUNERALS

13 August Lois Josephine ROGERS

17 August Alistair John Chalmers MCLACHLAN

14 September Donald MCNEIL

1 October Gladys Marjory JOHNS

14 October Ronald Delwin TISO

19 October Ellen GARDNER
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OBITUARIES:

Alistair MCLACHLAN: Although not a regular Church attendee, Alastair
worked quietly behind the scenes supporting Helen and the Parish.

Through his enthusiasm for Apple computers, which he shared with John Sheaf,
he was instrumental in setting up a computer program for the Parish. He produced
the weekly Pew sheet for a number of years and was always seen on Fair Day
collecting and counting the money. During Helen's time as Parish treasurer
Alastair set up a very clear spreadsheet for the control of the accounts. Alastair
will be remembered as a loving, loyal, supportive husband, father, poppa and
friend. Jan Andrews

Ron TISO has passed on and a whole lot has been said about his vast
contribution to the Lions, to Probus, to Glenelg Health camp, to the Huntsbury
Community Centre and to the general life on Huntsbury Hill.

But have we of the St Anne’s church community realised our tremendous loss?.
Helga said on Sunday that she was lost without his welcoming hug at church, and
we all are missing his cheery grin, his cheeky remarks, and his warm acceptance
of us all despite our frequent transgressions. Ron was one of the kindest, most
forgiving friends | knew. For about twenty years he toiled

tirelessly to maintain the gardens around the church. He ran the white

elephant stall at all our church fairs, trained himself to do bible readings

with great passion and earnestness. He was the Xmas fairy to my Santa Claus
for years of senior parishioners Christmas Parties and | have fond memories of
the fun he injected. Ron was a wonderful family man and David, John and Emily
were his pride and joy. Ron never got angry with anyone and was the soothing
presence at so many of our squabbles. Ron may not have been big in stature, but
he was big-hearted, and a giant among peacemakers. To Janis goes our deepest
sympathy and love and we thank her for allowing us to have had the honour of
sharing her Ron with us..... Ron Hickford

The Eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.
Deuteronomy 33: 27



Regular Groups:

Sunday School / Children’s Church: there will
be activities available for the younger members of our
congregation all through January associated with the
10.00 am service at each centre.

Youth groups, ‘mainly music’ and Little Annie’s
will take a break for school holidays resuming in early
February.

Home Groups: will conclude for the year in early
December and resume in February. Please see the
February newsletter and the pew sheet for start up dates.

AAW: We Celebrate AAW Sunday on 7
February 2010 and both groups will take a break for
December and January. Details of the next meetings will
be in the February newsletter.

UFO Craft Group: This group will meet from 1.00 pm to 3.00 pm in St
Mark’s Lounge. each week until Thursday 10 December, then take a break until
late January.

PARISH REGISTER
BAPTISMS:
9 August Juliet Ngaire GREY
Michael lan GREY
30 August Harry Davison HAWKES

Samantha Alysha Helen PEGG

20 September Katie Maree TEMPLE

25 October Olivia Florence Mary WADDELL
Finian James Stuart WADDELL

CONFIRMATIONS Sarah CUTHBERT, Aidan KIMBERLEY
Sophie LOWE, Sarah REA,
Stephanie WILKIE.

MARRIAGES:
19 September Susannah Elizabeth VESEY to Phillip John BLACK
10 October Victoria Kim SNELSON TO Paul Te Hira NIHA
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prefigured in the manna given to the people of Israel in their journey
though the wilderness. The ox and the ass, which are alongside baby
Jesus, represent the fulfilment of Isaiah 1:23 so that even the animals
join in recognising the Son of God.

Mary lies in the centre of the Icon. There are so many ways of
representing Mary. She stands on the frontier between promise and
fulfilment, between earth and heaven, between the Old and New
Testaments. She is the one who literally makes a home for the Creator
of all things in her own body and in her own house.

The angels praise and glorify God, and bring the message of
Good News to the shepherds, two of whom look up in wonder while
the other plays a pipe in celebration. If the shepherds symbolise
simple folk and the Jewish people, the Magi symbolise the Gentile
nations. They are shown in different ages. The presence of the
shepherds and the Magi make the point that the kingdom of God is
open to all regardless of age, culture and gender.

Below the Virgin Mary, midwives deal with the practical
consequences of a human birth — the washing of a baby, stressing the
full humanity of Christ. At the bottom left hand corner is Joseph, the
one who is not the father of the child, and who cannot comprehend the
wonder of this event. The devil, disguised as a shepherd, stands in
front of Joseph arousing his doubts and disbelief. Mary is turned
toward Joseph showing compassion for those beset by doubts and
difficulties in believing.

The homely details in this Icon and its rich colouring help to
convey the joy of this Festival. Before we begin celebrating
Christmas, however, we have the beautiful season of Advent to
treasure, a season of hope, promise, and expectation. | have recently
received a Taizé cross that has been brought all the way over from
France. Look out for an Advent service in the style of Taizé prayer
during the Advent season. | will be contributing to the CWS appeal
which will provide hope to many people who desperately need food,
clean water, and shelter. I commend this appeal to you.
Further details are in the body of this magazine.

May | take this opportunity to wish you a holy
season of Advent, a joyous Christmas and a happy
New Year.

Lawrence Kimberley.




We welcome ouwr Deacow A ssistont:
who-writesy Introducing myself!

My name is Megan Harvey and | am about to join you as your new curate.
Here’s a little about where | come from.

My father was in the army, so | was born in Taihape when the family was
stationed at Waiouru and have lived around New Zealand as well as in
Australia and Hawaii. Mum and Dad are retired and in Christchurch and | have
an older brother, Tim, who lives in Wellington.

In 1986 we moved to Christchurch and stayed! | have lived here since, apart
from a four-month OE, shorter travels and studying at St Johns College for the
last three years. | went to Christchurch Girls High and then the University of
Canterbury where | got a BA Honours and Masters in psychology. Before
leaving Christchurch for Auckland | worked for nearly 8 years at the University
of Otago, Christchurch School of Medicine as a Junior Research Fellow and
completed my PhD on adolescent cannabis use and brain function.

= | am single and have a little black and white cat called Meecho
(Italian for kitty), who is very cute but very mean to anyone other
than me (sorry). | have a number of close friends in Christchurch |
% am looking forward to spending time with again after being away
s fOr so long.

I am an avid reader and one of the joys of Auckland has been being in a Jane
Austen Book Club and reading all her books, with some wonderful discussions.
I love the movies and enjoy watching them regularly. My grandmother taught
me cross-stitch when | was young, and | have taught myself to knit while up
here. I also enjoy cooking and look forward to a proper size kitchen again!

| have felt a strong call to ordained ministry for a number of years and feel
blessed to have been accepted, trained and [E

now starting my ministry under the See of
Bishop Victoria. | am very excited about
starting my curacy after study and so Sl
pleased to be coming to St Marks-St
Annes.

I look forward to meeting you and sharing §
in your activities and the love of God. '

Prayerfully,
Megan

Feature Project: Oruchinga Valley:

The Problem: Lack of fresh, accessible )
water for drinking Although most house- %
holds are poor, they usually have a small
plot to grow bananas for domestic con-
sumption. Any surplus is sold to small
traders who transport it to Kampala for ,
sale, generating at least a little cash for the
family. Due to the extreme shortage of
water, most households in the Oruchinga
have very few animals, reducing their
prospects of improved livelihoods. The
area was badly affected by fighting during the Idi Amin era in the 1970s. It still
struggles to recover.

Young women carrying water tanks

Oruchinga Valley: The Solution : Rainwater Tank Project

The solution is to collect rainwater. An-
nual rainfall in the valley ranges from
80cm to 120cm, spread over two rainy sea-
sons. Collected in a tank, this amounts to
enough of the precious resource to sustain a
" family’s domestic use for a year. The
4 Centre for Community Solidarity Uganda
Y. . aims to improve the health and wellbeing
Children in the Kyezimine carers group of over 500 people in households made up
of orphans, other vulnerable children and
their caregivers by funding rainwater tanks and teaching them hygiene and sanita-
tion. Staff at the centre have overseen the building of 150 cement tanks with 6000
litre capacity for these families. The tanks provide all the family’s essential water
needs. CCS Uganda is also planning to provide tanks and water supplies for Con-
golese refugees who fed to Uganda from the war in their home country and are
unlikely to return home in the foreseeable future. Already, the ability to collect
rainwater from the roofs of their small houses has significantly enhanced the lives
of valley residents. A rainwater tank saves women and children much time and
energy going to the river. It also frees them from the risk and fear of sexual attack
while out collecting water. A home-based water supply makes it possible to keep
a home garden. Families can run livestock and poultry at home, improving their
nutrition. Greater availability of water and its higher quality leads to better health
for children, who are particularly susceptible to common — and sometimes fatal -
waterborne diseases like diarrhoea.
As well, CCS Uganda holds classes promoting hygiene, improved sanitation and
HIV and AIDS prevention for around 500 participants each year.
Through CWS, your support gives people the chance
to not only improve their lives but possibly save them.






NOTICEBOARD

TJANUARY SERVICES
Jan 3 8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’
*10.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s
Jan 10 8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s
*10.00 am Eucharist at St Anne’s
Jan 17 8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s
*10.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s
Jan 24 8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s
9.30 am Eucharist at St Anne’s
10.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s
*Please note times and venues —no service at the other venue.

ACTIVITIES:

Special Events;

Christmas Market: Friday 11 December, 3:00 pm to 8:00 pm.

The UFO craft group are selling a variety of goods for Christmas presents. This is a
chance to buy some items in a low stress environment and all proceeds go to the
parish. Venue: St Mark’s. Any contributions of new craft items for sale, or baking,
are welcome. Please contact Elizabeth (981 7384).

St Mark’s Junior School Carol Singing in the afternoon of Monday 14
December in the Cathedral. All welcome and this is your chance to bring a present
for under the tree.

Parish Service of Lessons and Carols at 7.30 pm on Sunday 20 December
in St Mark’s Church.

Children’s Christmas Services: There will be one at each centre:

Tuesday 22 December at 10.00 am at St Anne’s
Thursday 24 December at 5.00 pm at St Mark’s.

Children’s Craft Afternoon
1.30pm to 3.30pm on Tuesday, 22nd December.

Booking will be essential for planning
purposes. The crafts are designed for primary
school aged children. Pre-schoolers are
welcome but a caregiver will need to stay with
them. Entry by gold coin koha. Please phone
Elizabeth Kimberley to register (981 7384) by
Thursday 17 December as numbers will be
limited. Please invite your neighbours and
friends.
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(For details about regular groups see page 10)

ADVENT

Nov 29

Dec

Dec

Dec

Dec

CHRISTMAS

Dec

Dec

Dec

13

20

22

24

25

27

SERVICES
Prepare ye the way of the Lord

First Sunday in Advent

8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s Church
9.30 am Eucharist at St Anne’s Church
10.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s Church

Second Sunday in Advent

8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s Church
9.30 am Eucharist at St Anne’s Church
10.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s Church

Third Sunday in Advent

8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s Church
9.30 am Eucharist at St Anne’s Church
10.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s Church

Fourth Sunday in Advent

8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s Church

9.30 am Eucharist at St Anne’s Church

9.30 am Eucharist at St Mark’s Church

11:00am Children’s Christmas Play and Presentation of Books
7.30 pm Service of Lessons and Carols at St Mark’s Church

Children’s Service at St Anne’s at 10.00 am
Children’s Craft afternoon at St Mark’s at 1:30pm

Rejoice the Saviour is born

Christmas Eve

5.00 pm Children’s Christmas Service at St Mark’s Church
*11.00 pm Carols at St Mark’s Church

11.30 pm Eucharist at St Mark’s Church

Christmas Day
9.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s Church
9.30 am Eucharist at St Anne’s Church

8.00 am Eucharist at St Mark’s Church
*10.00 am Eucharist at St Anne’s Church

*Please note times and
venues —no service at the

other venue.




